460              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
sages of sick birds, but no one has been settled on as the exact cause. The disease is doubtless brought on by exposure, especially when thousands of birds are assembled from hundreds of different farms under one roof and in extremely close confinement. In the autumn, also, many farmers cull their flocks in preparation for winter housing and usually only the poorest birds are culled,
Symptoms
The affected birds usually assume a squatting or sitting position and gasp for breath. With each gasp for air the head and neck are extended upward, as if to open the windpipe. This is usually accompanied by a rattling sound, as though the windpipe were partially obstructed with phlegm. After taking as full a breath as possible, the bird's head drops and hangs as though paralyzed, tucked in against the neck. The bird appears to sleep between breaths. As a rule, the eyes and nose show a discharge which often closes the nostrils and hinders normal breathing. The discharge from the eyes and nose, together with the difficulty in breathing, explain why this disease is so often confused with roup, especially the canker or diphtheritic form.
Infectious bronchitis begins abruptly and runs a very rapid course, the birds dying of suffocation within a few hours after the symptoms become pronounced.
The after-death examination shows nothing more than an intense inflammation of the respiratory tract. The head should be opened carefully and the windpipe dissected out. The inside of the windpipe or trachea may be found filled with a sticky stringy mass which is usually streaked with blood. Death is caused by suffocation. Mucous may be pressed from the eyes and nose.
Treatment
All infected birds should be placed by themselves. If the outbreak occurs in feeding establishments, the destruction of all those affected is advised because the treatment is tedious and the risk of further infection is too great. All